












�e following is more information 
about North Dakota’s celebrated parks and 
plans for system-wide improvements.  

Improvements at Lake Sakakawea 
State Park totaling an estimated $8 million 
include: Development of a family retreat 
lodge on the west bay; 80 modern camp-
sites with water and electrical service; 
roadway improvements; upgrades to water 
and sewer systems

A state investment of $1.09 million is 
proposed for Fort Ransom State Park 
including:   Construction of a new visitor 
center; building renovation to provide 
year-round rental space; development of 
15 modern RV campsites with water and 
electrical service; addition of 15 modern 
campsites with water and electrical service; 
upgrades to existing horse corrals; 
construction of two, full-service rental 
cabins; construction of four basic cabins; 
construction of a new shower facility; 
roadway improvements

A state investment of nearly $3.7 million 
is proposed for improvements at Fort 
Abraham Lincoln State Park including: 
Construction of an activity center; 
upgrades to park roadways and parking 
lots; campground expansion for 15 
additional campsites with water and 
electrical service; relocation of existing RV 
dump station;construction of a four-stall 
shower facility; expanding electrical service 
to basic campsites; renovation of historic 
facilities at On-A-Slant Village

An investment of about $970,000 is 
proposed for the following improvements 
at Cross Ranch Centennial State Park: 
Development of 18 modern campsites; 
construction of two full-service cabins; 
construction of a four-stall public shower 
facility; expanded  electrical service for 45 
campsites; construction of new bathroom 
facilities; ground and stage upgrades to 
festival area.

An investment of $750,000 is planned 

to establish a state campground in the 
Pembina Gorge State Recreation Area with 
the following amenities: Development of 
20 basic campsites; construction of 
restroom and shower facilities.

�e state proposes investing $1.06 
million in the following Lewis and Clark 
State Park upgrades: Construction of 20 
modern campsites (water and electric 
service) within the park’s existing camp-
ground; construction of a four-stall shower 
addition to the park’s existing facilities; 
construction of two additional cabins; 
construction of a 1.5-mile trail from the 
campground to the visitor service center; 
development of playground equipment; 
asphalt overlay on park roadways; electrical 
service to marina docks.

A state investment of about $2.2 million 
is proposed for the following improve-
ments at Grahams Island State Park: 
Construction of a 2,400-square-foot visitor
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 services center; expansion of the park’s bait 
shop, concession sales and public 
restrooms; asphalt overlay and other 
roadway upgrades; construction of new 
sidewalks and parking lot.

�e following improvements, estimated 
to cost about $800,000, are planned for 
Fort Stevenson State Park: Construction 
of rip rap along the north embankment of 
Garrison Bay Marina; replacement of the 
park’s restroom and shower facilities.

A state investment of $850,000 is 
proposed for Icelandic State Park: 
Replacement of the park’s restroom and 

shower facilities; repair, overlay and chip 
seal of park roads.

A state investment of $1.48 million is 
proposed for Lake Metigoshe State Park 
including the following improvements: 
Replacement of the park’s restroom and 
shower facilities; renovations to the park’s 
historic dining hall and other overnight 
facilities; water and electrical service 
improvements.

�e following park improvements, with 
an estimated total cost of about $1.05 
million, will be proposed for Turtle River 
State Park: Replacement of the park’s 

existing restroom and shower facilities; 
construction of a park maintenance build-
ing.

�e state will invest about $100,000 to 
complete the following improvements at 
Little Missouri State Park: Upgrades to 
the park’s public restroom and shower 
facilities; trail system upgrades

�e state proposes to add electrical 
service to 30 campsites at an estimated cost 
of $250,000 at Sully Creek State Park.

�e state will refurbish the Old Rock 
Caretaker’s Cabin at Beaver Lake State 
Park at an estimated cost of $60,000. 
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�e North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department 
(NDPRD) updated its Fort Ransom State Park (FRSP) develop-
ment master plan with the help of input from the public. FRSP 
was established in 1978 and is located in the Sheyenne River 
Valley south of Valley City along the Sheyenne River Valley 
National Scenic Byway. �e park's development followed a 
master plan document completed in 1983. 

�e original master plan has been in place for around three 

decades. "Over the years we have, the state parks, acquired a little 
more land and we've had some changes in the cliental that use the 
park. So we just decided it was time to, more or less, revise the 
master plan," Jesse Hanson, Planning and Development Division 
Manager at NDPRD, says.

  Two committees were formed to help oversee the updating of 
FRSP's master plan.  A citizen's advisory committee to give ND
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communities a voice in the process by obtaining local input on 
park development and operation. And an internal committee 
comprised of those mostly involved with the park such as park 
manager, the mayor of Fort Ransom, etc.

Community meetings and an online survey were also conduct-
ed in order to give an opportunity for more detailed expressions 
of ideas and input. "We've had them [community meetings] 
right there, at the town of Fort Ransom, right next to our state 
park so people wouldn't have to travel. We wanted as much 
public input as we could get," Hanson says.

Recreational tools have evolved substantially over the past 
three decades and NDPRD wants to make sure FRSP is able to 
accommodate the needs of its visitors. "[�e new master plan] 
looks at what some of the land use changes have been and incor-
porates some of the properties that we brought into the park 

development plan. Visitor users aren't the same as they were in 
the 1980s, they have a lot bigger campers, they look for di�erent 
things now when they come out so that was the rationale for 
reworking the master plan," Hanson said.

 In addition to the citizen's advisory committee, a consulting 
�rm was hired to provide a more impersonal goal driven view to 
help guide the project. "I helped having that outside view, an 
objective view, to come in and say 'Ok, what'd you do here? Why 
are you doing this?' as well as helping us do our initial assessment 
of the original master plan," said Hanson.

�e master plan will be �nalized and print ready by the end of 
2014. �e funds to enact the new components in the master plan 
will be present in a legislative budget request during the Jan. 
2015 session.


